President's Letter

Dear Friends in Federation,

As | am writing this, | am
still thrilled about a very suc-
cessful Maine State Fall Confer-
ence and New England Region
Conference that took place Octo-
ber 27th through October 29th at
the Samoset Resort in Rockport,
Maine. Wow! Maine Federation
of Women's Clubs clubwomen
outdid themselves. From well-
received workshops planned by
fellow clubwomen, to beautiful
centerpieces, table favors and
menus designed and made by
Maine clubwomen, our dedica-
tion and enthusiasm were in evi-
dence from one conference
throughout the other... So many
people were involved in making
both a success! Thank you,
thank you, thank you...the com-
pliments keep rolling in, and our
numbers for both conferences
were better than expected. If you
missed it, mark your calendars
for May 8th and 9th at the Ra-
mada Inn in Bangor. Talk to
anyone who came to our State
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Conference this fall - it is well
worth your time and your
money.

Now between this fall
and spring, | know there will be
much happening in your own
clubs. I'wish you well in all of
your endeavors, and I hope that
I will be invited to visit each
club within the state at least
once. | already have had the
chance to visit the Westbrook
Woman's Club, the Acadian
Community Woman's Club of
Winter Harbor, the GFWC Re-
search Club of Limerick, and
the Cosmopolitan Club of Bath.
I also attended a well designed
and valuable District 2 meeting
organized by Karen Nelson,
District 2 President. All these
visits have been heartwarming
for me, and a reaffirmation of
what we members of the Gen-
eral Federation of Women's
Clubs accomplish in our com-
munities. | have dates set for
other clubs and districts as well,
but I would love to hear from
you, if | haven't already.

We will be busy as a
state organization throughout
this administration. | have es-

tablished three goals which |
hope will influence our work in
the next two years, and be-
yond... First and foremost, |
plan to work with you to de-
velop a Long Term Plan that
will be in place to help us grow
and develop as an organization
in the years to come. If we fail
to plan, we plan to fail - and
Maine will not fail to plan. Sec-
ondly, I have established a New
Club Formation Committee
which will develop a clear and
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simple process for districts and
clubs to follow in order to help
clubwomen start up new clubs in
surrounding communities. Fi-
nally, it is clear to me that good
leadership is absolutely necessary
in order for an organization to
grow and thrive. To help develop
that kind of leadership, | plan to
offer leadership opportunities at
every state conference and con-
vention, to encourage members to
take advantage of leadership
training offered through GFWC,
and to work with interested mem-
bers who are contemplating lead- Our Fall Conference
ership positions within the organi- Was held in conjunction with
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Day on the Hill -
following meeting at
Susan Collin’s office.

Libby, Jane, Gloria,
Kathy and the two staff
people with whom we
met.

Gz

Vice President

Greetings to my federation
friends,

With GFWC/MFWC
Fall Conference just behind us,
memories are very fresh of the

zation.
It is an ambitious plan -

but we are an ambitious organiza-

tion! Reawaken the spark...it's
time to make sure our organiza-
tion is available and relevant to
the women of future genera-
tions...

Your president,

Gloria P. Leveillee

office”

the New England Region at the great time we had. It's always

Samoset Resort. We had a won-wonderful to get together and

derful three days. Our Maine
Fall Conference had a great at-
tendance, with all five District
Presidents there. It was nice to
see some of the international
officers at the NER and our

share our experienceg&very-
onedid such a wonderful job,
but | am especially proud of the
department chairmen and the
“Mad Market Place Mama’s” --
what entertaining presenta-

President Jackie and President- tions!! Our fall conference ush-

Elect Rose who are always so
gracious.

District #2 held their
district meeting at the Margaret
Chase Smith Library and it was
well attended. Karen Nelson
had an interesting program.
Two more districts will have
their meetings in February and
March.

This month | have been
to two different club’s meetings
and attended a seminar on Es-
tate Planning at the Milbridge
Medical Center. It was planned
by the Narraguagus Women'’s
Club. It was very informative to
us. What a lovely facility for the
town and surrounding areas.

Jane L. Shaw

ered in a very successful New
England Region Conference,
and it was a wonderful experi-
ence as well.

| am pleased that many
of you were able to attend the
Reporting Workshop. Report
writing is certainly a task that
can stir up a flurry of butter-
flies, but when you settle down
and get the words on paper
can all bask in the glow of
your accomplishments, not to
mention, it will give you a
chance for recognition! We
are a dedicated group of volun-
teers bringing improvement to
our communities - - please
share your stories!

If you were not able to
attend the workshop, | will be
happy to send you the informa-



