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Time is flying by! By
the time this newsletter reaches
you, we will be in the last six
months of this administration.
At Fall Conference, President-
Elect Jane Shaw addressed
members and asked for their
assistance in volunteering for
roles within the Maine Federa-
tion such as Department Chair-
man, District Presidents, Stand-
ing and Special Committee
Chairmen, as well as Commit-
tee Members. Don't wait for
her to contact you, contact her
at <rjshaw40@msn.com> or
give her a call at 255-3886.

But we still have much
to do before this administration
ends. Certainly we have all
been continuing to do within
our clubs what we have always
done - "Changing Lives -
Woman to Woman, Friend to
Friend" - and now, you must be
sure to report those efforts.
Your reports become our Fed-
eration history. They also assist
GFWC in securing grant mon-
eys to help us continue our
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Changing Lives - Woman to Woman,

Friend to Friend

work. And, finally, your reports
compiled by our State Depart-
ment and Program Chairmen
give us an opportunity to be rec-
ognized by GFWC for our ef-
forts as a state organization.
Don't forget to report, and con-
tact Suzanne Raymond,
GFWC/MFWC Vice President,
<sraymond72@roadrunner.com
> or at 564-8817, if you need
help in reporting.

Initiatives that we con-
tinue to work on as a state fed-
eration include the
GFWC/MFWC President's Pro-
ject - The Maine Women's
Fund. Ask for a representative
from this agency to speak at a
club meeting, go to their web-
site to find out area agencies
that they have funded, apply for
a grant, and don't forget to meet
the President's Challenge of
"Make Big Changes with Small
Change Painlessly!" Two clubs
have already qualified and have
sent in their reports. You just
need to raise $5 per member in
a "painless™ way, write a report
on how you did it, and mail the
report along with your club con-
tribution to Ann Marie Withee-
Heald, Chairman, 11 Summer

Street, Madison, Maine 04090.
You could win an excellent gift
basket to be used as a fund
raiser or prize in your club.

We are also in the midst
of our "Each One, Reach One"
Membership Challenge. Imag-
ine this! You could double your
club membership if each mem-
ber just succeeds in signing up
ONE member. If you are re-
sponsible for a new member, fill
out the information sheet that
was in the last Pine Tree Notes,
have your club president sign it
and send it to Nancy Kenty,
Chairman, 79 South Street, Gor-
ham, Maine 04038. The more
members we gain, the bigger
the prize to one lucky winner!
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Pine Tree Notes

Make your plans to
"Stay Connected" with the Gen-
eral Federation of Women's
Clubs and Maine Federation of
Women's Clubs. Take advan-
tage of the tools at your disposal
- the new GFWC website
(www.gfwec.org), our website
(www.gfwcmaine.org), Club-
woman Magazine (contact Bil-
lie Ingalls 255-7252), and the
Pine Tree Notes (free online
subscription - contact Libby
Wiers <libbyw@tds.net>)
Mark your calendars for the
Spring Convention on May 8th
and 9th in Ellsworth, Maine.
Talk to anyone who came to
Fall Conference. | will bet you
that they all agree it was worth
the trip!

With all that there is to
do, I am sure that the next six
months will fly by even faster!
Meanwhile, I wish you all a
Happy Holiday season, and |
will be keeping in touch via
email and some club visits.

In Federation,

i) it

0

o)

A volunteer is a person

who believes that people

can make a difference -

and is willing to prove it.
- Anonymous
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The GFWC/MFWC Fall
Conference has come and gone.
The time is going too fast. |
would like to say that | had very
good luck at the Fall Confer-
ence making appointments. |
have a lot of appointments
made and will continue to work
on them. I would like to have a
person from each club in my
administration.

When the District Presi-
dents have their Art Shows
would you please let me know
the dates and where the shows
are going to be held. Thank you.

We are now looking for
another LEADS candidate from
our state. If you would like
LEADS information please no-
tify me as soon as possible. It is
the chance of a lifetime to at-
tend the GFWC International
Convention and the LEADS
Seminar held the day before the
Convention commences.

Jane L. Shaw
President-Elect
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@@ Vice President

For those of
you who were not able to come
to fall conference, you missed a
great time and we missed YOU!
I hope we can see you in the

spring.

Thanks so much to the
clubwomen who were able to
join me at our Project Linus
workshop. Prior to the work-
shop, we were fortunate to have
Susan Kirk, Southern Maine
Project Linus Coordinator and
Merlene Sanborn, Central
Maine Project Linus Coordina-
tor come speak to us at our
luncheon. Immediately follow-
ing, over 40 of us gathered for
our blanket-making workshop.
It was awesome - simply adding
fringe to the borders (combined
with lots of fun, laughter, and
fellowship) amazingly 16 soft
and cuddly fleece blankets
were created. | don’t mind tell-
ing you, this was a heartwarm-
ing experience - to work on
blankets with some of my fa-
vorite volunteers. By the way,
in case you aren’t aware, you
can now proudly call yourself a
“blanketeer.” Any questions
about Project Linus, or details
of estimated yardage, or where
to purchase the special rotary
blade I used to insert the holes
in the fleece, please don’t hesi-
tate to get in touch with me.
Helping provide “hugs” to
Maine kids in some sort of cri-
sis situation (by way of a home-
made blanket) is one of my fa-
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vorite projects; | will be happy
to give you a bit of guidance.

Now to change the sub-
ject entirely, | need to send a
few reminders concerning our
annual club reports. We are fast
approaching that time of year!
Club Presidentsneed to have
the reports completed apost-
marked no later than January
31, 2008 Fill out the GFWC
Report Form (available in the
GFWC Club Manual or at the
GFWC website, or | will send it
to you, etc.) and write some nar-
ratives — we learn so much from
each other! Remember, only
one program per page single
spaced and limited to two pages
per narrative. This is necessary
because | will separate the nar-
ratives and send them to the
state chairmen. Send a copy to
me and send one copy to
GFWC Headquarters, Attn:
Program Dept., 1734 N Street
NW, Washington, DC 20036.
Keep a copy for your own re-
cords.
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It's a real pleasure to
read over your reports and then
| separate and send them to our
State Chairmen so they can
prepare a report for their respec-
tive department program or spe-
cial project. Chairmen need to
prepare a typewritten single-
spaced narrative of no more
than three pages to their GFWC
counterpart at her home ad-
dress. Chairmen’s reports must
be postmarked no later than
March 15, 2008.

| look forward to hear-
ing from you! It's an opportu-
nity to share many of the won-
derful ways you enhance the
lives of others through commu-
nity service. Don't hesitate to
contact me if you need some
assistance (email is best, but
phone call is OK, too.)

Suzanne T. Raymond
Vice President

With prep work done by VP Raymond, the workshopugrmade 16
blankets for Project Linus in an hour and a h&lfay to go, ladies!
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Treasurer

If your club

is like my club, you are still
scrambling to get dues from all
your former members while try-
ing to entice some new ones.
So this is another reminder
about dues. Please send dues to
me at P.O. Box 27, Castine, ME
04421 as soon as you can and
definitely before December 31,
2007 If you wait too long, the
holidays are upon us and we all
are so busy with other things
that dues payments tend to be
forgotten.

Dues are $17 per mem-
ber. Please note on the bottom
of your check Dues/# of mem-
bers. And remember, you can
always catch up with late-
joining members. Just send an
additional check. So thank you
in advance.

Happy holidays.

Marjorie W. Wood
Treasurer

The Greatest Humbug in
the world is the idea that
money can make a man
happy. | never had any
satisfaction with mine until
| began to do good with it.
- C. Pratt




